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SUMMARY

This report is made to update the Members of the Culture and Tourism Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee on the programme of events arranged for the Stamford Georgian 
Festival to be held over 3 days from the 21st to the 24th September 2017. Members are 
asked to note the intended outcomes and, at a future meeting, receive a project closure 
report to consider the degree to which those outcomes have been achieved.  

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Members consider the content of this report and the information 
to be provided by way of presentation. 

1. BACKGROUND TO REPORT

1.1 The Stamford Georgian festival is a biennial event to highlight Stamford as one 
of the country’s finest Georgian towns within a district that is a great place to visit, 
live and work. This will be the third event and is planned to run over three days 
from the 21st to the 24th September. There has been significant partnership 
working with involvement this year from Stamford Endowed schools, New College 
Stamford, Stamford Town Council, the Rotary Club and the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB).

1.2 The 2015 festival had a total economic impact on the local economy of £980,935 
with 60% of all visitors being from outside Stamford. In 2017 we aim to increase the 
visitor numbers by 5% to 56,500 visitors over the weekend and increase average 
spend from £55 to £58.

1.3 Based on learning and feedback from previous events held, popular activities 
such as the carriage rides, theatre performances and the Broad Street market will 
form the basis of a bigger programme which offers visitors talks, music and free 
family activities. 

1.4 This year’s highlights include:
 A newly commissioned ‘Great Georgian Science Show’.
 The attendance of some high profile names including TV art and 

architecture historian Dan Cruickshank, who will open the festival on 21st 
September and TV faces Adrian Lukis (the eponymous Mr Wickham from 
BBC Pride & Prejudice) and Caroline Langrishe (Judge John Deed and 
Lovejoy) who will close the festival with their performance of duologues in 
‘An Evening with Austen’.

 College students involved in the creation of Georgian theatrical make-up, 
filming and photographing the event, providing additional stewards and by 
taking a market stall for their special needs students to sell their products. 

 More free entertainment on the Meadows with a schedule of performances 
on both Saturday and Sunday.



 A heritage skills market on the Saturday which ties into the Stamford 50 
celebrations. 

 Two longer mail coach rides over the weekend which will see the coach 
drive around the main streets in town. 

 The Saturday evening Illuminati performance culminating in Red Lion 
Square. This is intended to keep visitors in the heart of the night time 
economy. The procession will be ‘looking’ for the bull rather than ‘chasing’ 
it. 

 An animated and narrated 3D projection onto All Saints church which 
brings the story of the bull-run to life before the evening climaxes with a 
firework display from the roof of the church. 

1.5 A funding bid was submitted to the County Council and has been successful in 
providing us with a further £19,174 for the Saturday evening ‘illuminati’ 
performance referenced above. 

2. OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

N/A

3. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

A budget of £75k has been agreed by SKDC to fund the Georgian Festival. A
further £19k has been approved from the County Council.

4. RISK AND MITIGATION 

Risk has been considered as part of this report and any specific high risks are 
included in the table below:

Category Risk Action / Controls
N/A

5. ISSUES ARISING FROM IMPACT ANALYSIS (EQUALITY, SAFEGUARDING 
etc.) 

          This report is an update on the current position. Each part of the programme will 
be considered to assess whether there is a negative or positive impact.



6. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

The event management plan has been presented to the local Safety Advisory 
Group and no issues were raised. The plan is a live document and will be 
updated as we get nearer the event.

7. COMMENTS OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

The report confirms the financial implications of hosting the festival and the 
economic benefits that is anticipated over the duration of the festival period.  
Council has previously approved an ‘Events and Festivals’ reserve which will be 
used to fund the Council’s contribution to the festival costs.

8. COMMENTS OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES
 
There are no specific comments relating to this report.

9. COMMENTS OF OTHER RELEVANT SERVICES 

           None

10. APPENDICES

           None

11. BACKGROUND PAPERS

           Festival Programme


